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nition. The legalizing of such standards, and the industrial
reorganization which must accompany it, is a task of indus-
trial statesmanship in which the workers organized and edu-
cated for participation in politics must co-operate, and which
the politicians will evade unless labor prepares for effective
political action

They cannot trust the job to the Republican and Demo-
cratic parties. Both of the older parties are committed by the
instinct of self-preservation to prevent the adoption by the
state of a principle which would be so subversive of existing
privileges as that of testing the management of industry by
its success in promoting the welfare of the wage-earners as
human beings. The Democrats in their anti-trust legislation
affirmed the punciple that labor was not a commodity, but the
affirmation in question was a perfect example of the gold
bricks with which politicians are always willing to placate get-
rich-quick social or labor reformers. Since 1868 when reform-
ing agitation started in this country, the political machines of
the two parties, by keeping in their own hands the framing
and earning out of "progressive" legislation, have frustrated
every attempt to liberate American politics and business from
subservience to special interests. The agitation of the last
fifty years has, indeed, clipped the wings of the state and na-
tional political "bosses." It has hampered the accumulation
of fortunes such as those of the Rockefeller and Vander-
bilt families. But it has not removed any of the fundamental
abuses of American politics or business. Future agitation will
not succeed any better until it undermines the governing power
of the political and business machines As long as they con-
tinue to exercise control over politics and business the whole
system of privilege is safe. The machine bosses can always
yield, as they have so frequently yielded in the past, to tem-
porary pressure; but if they participate in drawing the legisla-
tion and control its administration they know they cannot come
to serious harm. The social ideals of the working class will
never have a chance of success as long as the country is gov-
erned by two national parties, the underlying object of whose
machines necessarily is to keep political and economic power
in the safe custody of its present possessors.

If the American wage-earner wishes, consequently, to hu-
manize American industry he must organize for this partly
political task by qualifying and equipping himself to become a*